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• Professional Learning Community in 
Broadrick  

 

Background 

• Cyclical approach to curriculum  
development 

• Retelling as a pedagogical strategy 

• Lesson Study observations and findings 

Lesson Study 
Process 

•Reflections 

•Implications & Future Directions 

Findings & 
Conclusions 
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Ref: Stepanek et al.(2007). 
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• Every teacher a member of a PLT 

• Structured into time-table; 
protected (‘White Space’) 

• One ‘BIG’ cycle per year 

• An in-house facilitator to monitor 

• Celebrate Learning:  Broadrick  
Learning Symposium at the end of 
our project cycle (usually Sept) 
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• Enhancing English Language Learning 

and Teaching  

• Two-year project to try out four 

teaching strategies in the Lower 

Secondary classroom  
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• MOE School Advisors from CPDD, headed 

by Project Consultant, Dr. Ng Seok Moi 

• KO provide support in terms of training 

workshop and feedback on lesson planning 

& execution 
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Selection of 

objectives 

Selection and 

organisation of 

teaching 

content 

Selection and 

organisation 

of methods 

Evaluation 

Situation  

analysis 

Nicholls’ model of the 

curriculum process 

Ref: Curriculum Development 

and Design, 2nd edn. Sydney, 

Allen & Unwin 



                                                A Dynamic School providing Holistic Education  

                                                - To Nurture Achievers With Strength of  Character -  

Teachers find it difficult to teach thematic vocabulary 
for writing. 

Students are familiar with structure and language 
features, but writing is not rich with descriptive 

language. 

Students do not read extensively, and have a weak 
grasp of vocabulary. They are also unable to generate 
rich descriptions of emotion. 

Use of English Handbook produced in-house, with lists 
of descriptive words and phrases, has limited impact 

on students’ writing. 
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Retelling is used as a strategy to teach, expand 

and assess comprehension gained from reading a 

text 

 

Through Retelling, students 

• play an active role in reading and 

reconstructing the text 

• Re-write the text and share it with others  

• Improve their language development and 

comprehension over time (Evans & Strong 1996) 

• build vocabulary for writing  
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Prediction 

Structured Reading 

Retell-Share-Compare 
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Make predictions 

 
Activate prior 

knowledge and 

make connections 

 

Process information 
 

Retell information 

using own words 
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Retell-Share-Compare 
When students are 

listening to their peers’ 

prediction and retelling, 

they are building shared 

meanings 
(Goodman 19892) 

 

Collaborative Learning 

 

Assessment for Learning 
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• High engagement in all stages of 

Retelling process 

 

• Quality written and oral retelling by 

students  
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• Too many tasks within one lesson 

• Too many instructions in worksheet 

• Lack of time for consolidation 
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• Improved worksheet 

• Enhanced clarity of instructions  
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• Students exchanged written retellings 

without reading aloud to their peers 

• Lack of time for consolidation 
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• High engagement of students 

• More time to read and pick out the 

descriptive phrases 

• More time to do quality written 

retelling using phrases recalled 

• Share-compare was done at class 

level 
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• Students did not have the chance to 

do a pair oral retell 
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Selection of 

objectives 

Selection and 

organisation of 

teaching 

content 

Selection and 

organisation 

of methods 

Evaluation 

Situation  

analysis 

Nicholls’ model of the 

curriculum process 

Ref: Curriculum Development 

and Design, 2nd edn. Sydney, 

Allen & Unwin 
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STUDENT A Pre-RL 

STUDENT A Post-RL 
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STUDENT B Pre-RL 

STUDENT B Post-RL 
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STUDENT C Pre-RL 

STUDENT C Post-RL 
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STUDENT D Pre-RL 

STUDENT D Post-RL 
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Smaller Impact on LA? 
 

Possible reasons: 
• Motivation level 
• Language ability 

• Reading habits 

• Need more scaffolding and 

time (Structured Reading and 

Retell-Share-Compare stages) 

• Choice of text 
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• Improvement in students’ work  

• Teachers’ feedback 
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The retelling strategy adds more structure to the 
teaching of vocabulary for personal recount. It excites 
the students who would otherwise not be interested in 
reading a sample text for any genre of writing. 

The activities put in place help in our Assessment for 
Learning, as we are able to check for students’ 

understanding easily. 

The sharing and comparing segment encourages the 
quieter students to speak up and share their opinions 

with their peers. 
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• Extend strategy to Normal (Academic) 

• Use of scaffolding tools at different stages 

• Use of differentiated materials and tasks 

• Break up components of Retelling process 

into more than one lesson 

• Include Retelling as a key strategy in the 

teaching of writing skills 
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We must be 

open to our 

learning to help 

our students 

learn. 

We are excited 

to see 

improvement in 

students’ writing. 

We trust one 

another to invite 

our peers into 

our classrooms. 

Learning is more 

fun when we let 

go of our 

inhibitions.  

We become less 

afraid to try 

because we 

know we have 

the support.  
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MOVING FORWARD… 
“In every end, there is also a beginning.”  

Libba Gray 
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Thank You 


